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he growth and development of communities throughout central New York
has a large impact on our natural environment. The manufacturing, design,
construction and operation of the buildings in which we live and work are
responsible for the consumption of many of our region’s natural resources –
mainly energy and water. This edition of Construction Contractor will focus on “Green
Building and Environmental Conservation” initiatives and projects across upstate New
York and the companies engaged in the Green Building processes.
Green Building is the practice of creating structures and using processes that are
environmentally responsible and resource-efficient throughout a building's entire life-cycle
from siting to design, construction, operation, maintenance, renovation and
deconstruction. The goal of such initiatives is to make our communities and human life
safe, inclusive and sustainable over a long period. Green buildings promote sustainability without disturbing natural
habitats. Green Building is intended to cut down energy and water consumption, save money and play a major impact on
improving the environment in which we live.
Over the past number of years, the central New York region has seen many projects built using Green Building principals.
Examples include,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Syracuse Centre of Excellence in Environmental and Energy Systems
Hotel Skyler in Syracuse
The Villages at SUNY Oswego
Destiny USA
Carrier Dome at Syracuse University
King & King Architects Office Building in Syracuse
Ernie Davis Hall at Syracuse University
Synapse Corporate Headquarters in Syracuse
Centennial Hall at SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry

Change and evolution is inevitable even in construction, and while Green Building is no longer new, it is a change in
philosophy and attitude from generation to generation. I hope our readers enjoy this edition of Construction Contractor as
it dives into the benefits of Green Building and how it impacts our lives right here in central New York.
Sincerely,
Earl R. Hall, Executive Director
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Abscope Environmental

Celebrates 30 Years

Tami Scott

hen Abscope Environmental was
established in 1989, the construction
industry was engrossed in phasing out
asbestos for safer, toxic-free alternatives.
In fact, that same year, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) sought to ban all uses of asbestos but lost
in court. This decision didn’t slow down the movement,
however, and Abscope found its first years solely focused
on projects related to asbestos abatement.

Abscope Gov. Cuomo’s Artificial Reef Development

Based in Canastota, brothers Jerry and Jack
Romagnoli, Doug Fusillo, and Ron Churchill founded the
company. Like many startups, however, its owner status
changed from the initial setup. Ron Churchill moved on to
form QES Churchill while Doug Fusillo acquired full
ownership of CCI Companies, another jointly owned
business. The Romagnoli brothers, along with Robert
Duffy and Rob Gray, continued the tradition of a
family-run business. Abscope’s roots extend back to the
early 70s, when John Romagnoli, Jerry and Jack’s father,
and Vito Fusillo, Doug’s father, formed Canastota
Constructors, which focused on highway construction
and site development.
Jerry Romagnoli calls Abscope a “spin-off” of his dad’s
livelihood.
The company’s organic development into other
green-related areas was largely due to its returning
clients’ requests for other work beyond asbestos
abatement, specifically in soil remediation. This resulted
in the formation of two main divisions—asbestos
abatement and soil remediation—and respective
complementary components.
Today, Abscope is celebrating its 30th anniversary,
having grown into one of the leading environmental
remediation construction firms in the region.
6 CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR • SPECIAL EDITION

A rich safety culture
The safety and health measures at Abscope have
always been of paramount importance, but over time
they developed even further to become an intrinsic part
of its culture: a core value.
“We provide safe operations to the expectation of the
client,” Jerry Romagnoli said. “That’s important because
a lot of the facilities we work for—the chemical and
energy companies—have very
strict
safety
regulations and not everyone can meet those.”
Abscope delivers a behavior-based safety program
that includes daily, interactive site safety meetings,
inclusive of subcontractors; a new employee Safety
Mentoring
Policy;
constant
JSA
modification/improvement; monthly company-wide
safety meetings that include representatives from all
active projects and unannounced site safety audits
performed by independent consultants.
In addition, Abscope requires employee participation
in an annual, multi-day training conference; regulatory
training with OSHA and the American Red Cross; loss
prevention training; and a number of task specific

www.syrabex.com

courses,
suchconfined
as confined
trainingtraining
courses,
such as
space, space,
trench trench
Abscope Gov. Cuomo’s Artificial Reef Development
awareness,
elevated
work
andsafety.
crane safety.
awareness,
elevated
work and
crane
“Thetraining
safety training
ourundergo
crews undergo
on a continual
“The safety
our crews
is on a is
continual
Romagnoli
said.
“It’s apart
large
part of maintaining
our
basis,” basis,”
Romagnoli
said. “It’s
a large
of maintaining
our
safety culture.”
safety culture.”

A member
of several
organizations,
including
ISNetworld
A member
of several
organizations,
including
ISNetworld
and
Avetta,
clients
recognize
Abscope
as
a
high-caliber
and Avetta, clients recognize Abscope as a high-caliber
company.
fact,
onenew
of its
new that
clients
that specializes
in
company.
In fact, In
one
of its
clients
specializes
in
wind
energy,
found
the
company
through
one
of
these
risk
wind energy, found the company through one of these risk
on the map for soil remediation. The second was an
management
associations.
management
associations.
achievement in both personal and professional
on the map for soil remediation. The second was an
satisfaction.
“We
performed
a
job
for
them
in
New
York
and
now
we’re
achievement in both personal and professional
“We performed a job for them in New York and now we’re
on opportunities
other opportunities
throughout
the country
satisfaction.
biddingbidding
on other
throughout
the country
because they liked our response, they liked the way we Starting at the turn of this century, Abscope began a
because they liked our response, they liked the way we
multi-million-dollar
that involved
the
serviced the job, the quality of our work and that our folks multi-year,
Starting
at the turn ofproject
this century,
Abscope
began a
serviced the job, the quality of our work and that our folks
of the Stauffer
chemical
site,
an
old
plant
with
a
are very safety conscious,” Romagnoli said. “It was a cleanupmulti-year,
multi-million-dollar project that involved the
are very safety conscious,” Romagnoli said. “It was a
amount
of source
contamination,
in with a
relationship-building and trust-building [opportunity] that considerable
cleanup
of
the
Stauffer
chemical
site, an old plant
relationship-building and trust-building [opportunity] that
brought them to us and gave them the degree of Skaneateles
Falls. The
owner ofhadsource
broughtcontamination,
in larger,
considerable
amount
in
brought them to us and gave them the degree of
confidence in us that allowed them to ask us to do other nationalSkaneateles
firms to tackle
the
problem,
then
realized
Falls.
The
owner
had
brought
in
larger,
confidence in us that allowed them to ask us to do other
work for them.”
Abscope,
located
considerably
to home,then
couldrealized
national
firms
to tackle closer
the problem,
work for them.”
provideAbscope,
a more economical
job.
Services
included
soil could
located considerably closer to home,
Geographically, Abscope primarily takes on projects in excavation,
transportation
and disposal,
streamincluded
and
provide
a more economical
job. Services
soil
Geographically,
Abscope
projects
New York. With
that primarily
said, the takes
team on
does
acceptinwork in sediment
remediation
and building demolition.
excavation,
transportation
and disposal, stream and
New York.
that such
said, as
theinteam
does accept
workRomagnoli
in
otherWith
states,
the example
above.
sediment remediation and building demolition.
other states,
such
as
in
the
example
above.
Romagnoli
said they don’t typically seek jobs outside the Empire
“There was a whole host of concerns on that site to
said they
don’t
typically
seek
outside the Empire
State,
unless
they’re
clientjobs
driven.
bring it to closure,”
Romagnoli
“There was
a wholesaid.
host of concerns on that site to
State, unless they’re client driven.
bring it to closure,” Romagnoli said.
Project highlights
The project wrapped up in 2014.

Project highlights

The project wrapped up in 2014.
In 2012, Hurricane Sandy hit U.S. soil devastating
When asked to share a memorable project, Romagnoli
New Jersey and New York City with
Whenwas
asked
to share
a memorable
reminded
of two
noteworthyproject,
efforts. Romagnoli
The first put them parts of In
2012, Hurricane Sandy hit U.S. soil devastating
unprecedented storm surges and flooding. Abscope
was reminded of two noteworthy efforts. The first put them
parts of New Jersey and New York City with
unprecedented storm surges and flooding. Abscope
was called in to assist with debris cleanup from homes
and businesses that were destroyed.

“We were called upon because of the potential of
asbestos-containing material being present in the
debris,” Romagnoli said. “We deployed multiple crews
and worked long hours to complete cleanup work as
expeditiously as possible. Executing the project was a
joint effort with both divisions (asbestos abatement and
soil remediation) of the company focusing their
undivided attention to the project.
Hurricane Sandy Abscope Cleanup
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“Our
crews came
home
with an overwhelming
Hurricane
Sandy
Abscope
Cleanup sense
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Abscope CKD Landfill Consolidation and Capping

was called in to assist with debris cleanup from homes and
businesses that were destroyed.

“We like to treat everyone the way we’d like to be
Aside from Abscope’s critical safety mandates, the
treated. We’re not so strict on policies and procedures
corporate atmosphere is family friendly.
that if somebody has to take an early day [for personal
reasons], we let them. We’re flexible,” he said. “We hire
“We like to treat everyone the way we’d like to be treated.
adults and adults will get their job done one way or
We’re not so strict on policies and procedures that if
another.”
somebody has to take an early day [for personal reasons],
we let them. We’re flexible,” he said. “We hire adults and
Abscope has grown from a startup with less than a
adults will get their job done one way or another.”
handful of employees to a workforce of about 95 people.
It averages more than 100 clients per year, with projects
Abscope has grown from a startup with less than a
ranging anywhere from $500 to multi-millions.
handful of employees to a workforce of about 95 people.
It averages more than 100 clients per year, with projects
Services
ranging anywhere from $500 to multi-millions.

Abscope’s focus on environmental remedial
Services
construction encompasses asbestos abatement, soil
“We were called upon because of the potential of
remediation,
mold and
Abscope’s
focuslead
on remediation,
environmentalandremedial
asbestos-containing material being present in the debris,”
construction
of groundwater
barriers.
The company
construction
encompasses
asbestos
abatement, soil
Romagnoli
said.
“We
deployed
multiple
crews
and
worked
uses
only
40-hour
OSHA
trained
personnel
for
all its
remediation,
mold
and
lead
remediation,
and
was called in to assist with debris cleanup from homes and
services,construction
NYSDEC of
Part
364 permitted
transport
ong hours
to complete
work as expeditiously as
groundwater
barriers.
The company
businesses
that cleanup
were destroyed.
vehicles uses
for off-site
waste disposal
and follows
a strictfor all its
possible. Executing the project was a joint effort with both
only 40-hour
OSHA trained
personnel
corporate
safety policy.
services,
NYSDEC Part 364 permitted transport
divisions (asbestos
abatement
and soil
remediation)
the
“We were
called upon
because
of theof potential
of
vehicles
for
off-site waste disposal and follows a strict
ompanyasbestos-containing
focusing their undivided
attention
the project.
material
beingtopresent
in the debris,”
Here’scorporate
an incomprehensive
list with brief descriptions
safety policy.
Romagnoli said. “We deployed multiple crews and worked
of services this company provides:
“Our crews
came to
home
with an
overwhelming
of
long hours
complete
cleanup
work assense
expeditiously
as
Here’s an incomprehensive list with brief descriptions
accomplishment
and
personal
satisfaction
knowing
they
possible. Executing the project was a joint effort with both ●
Asbestos
of services abatement
this companyservices
provides:include the
had helped
others(asbestos
in their time
of need,”and
he soil
added.
divisions
abatement
remediation) of the removal, encapsulation, enclosure, transportation, and
company focusing their undivided attention to the project. disposal ●of asbestos-containing
materials,
as wellinclude
as
Asbestos abatement
services
the

Recognitions

enclosure, of
transportation,
and
building removal,
demolitionencapsulation,
or selective demolition
building
disposal of asbestos-containing materials, as well as
“Our crews came home with an overwhelming sense of components.
Abscope has earned the Environmental Business Journal
building demolition or selective demolition of building
accomplishment and personal satisfaction knowing they
Award three times and has also been recognized regularly
components.
●
Remedial
soil excavation capabilities include
had helped others in their time of need,” he added.
over the last decade by Engineering News Record (ENR)
environmental
cleanup
of
private
and
as one of the top environmental and remediation
●
Remedial
soil excavation
capabilities
government-mandated
contaminated
sites;
bypass include
Recognitions
ompanies in the region.
environmental
cleanup
of
private
and
pumping to reroute natural bodies of water; sheeting
government-mandated contaminated sites; bypass
Abscope has earned the Environmental Business Journal and shoring; excavation/relocation of contaminated
pumping to reroute natural bodies of water; sheeting
Romagnoli attributes the company’s success to its people.
Award three times and has also been recognized regularly soils; onsite/offsite treatment of contaminated soils;
and shoring; excavation/relocation of contaminated
over the last decade by Engineering News Record (ENR) dewatering; landfill and surface impoundment capping;
soils; onsite/offsite treatment of contaminated soils;
“The as
clients
safe contractors
one weof work
the for
topwant
environmental
and who
remediation characterization,
and impoundment
disposal ofcapping;
dewatering;transportation,
landfill and surface
upply them
with a in
quality
project and within budget,” he
companies
the region.
hazardous
and
nonhazardous
waste;
characterization, transportation, subsurface
and disposal of
aid. “That’s really been the driver for us and why the
investigations;
and civil
sitenonhazardous
work.
hazardous
and
waste; subsurface
people who
work for
us arethe
our
biggest success
asset. They
Romagnoli
attributes
company’s
to its people.
investigations; and civil site work.
understand a safe job delivered professionally is what the
●
Watertight sheeting capabilities include the
“Theand
clients
wewhat
workthey’ve
for wantcome
safe to
contractors
who supply installation
lients expect,
that’s
expect from
● of permanent
Watertight
sheeting
include
the
steel
or HDPEcapabilities
barriers used
to
them
with
a
quality
project
and
within
budget,”
he
said.
“That’s
installation
of
permanent
steel
or
HDPE
barriers
used
to
curtail the movement of contaminated groundwater.
Abscope.”
really been the driver for us and why the people who work for
curtail the movement of contaminated groundwater.
us are our biggest asset. They understand a safe job ●
Groundwater treatment can be customized with
Aside from Abscope’s critical safety mandates, the
●
Groundwater treatment can be customized with
delivered professionally is what the clients expect, and that’s
either temporary or permanent systems. Temporary
orporate atmosphere is family friendly.
what they’ve come to expect from Abscope.”
either temporary or permanent systems. Temporary
8 CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR • SPECIAL EDITION
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measures include the construction of plants to store, treat,
measures include the construction of plants to store, treat,
and discharge impacted water generated from
and discharge impacted water generated from
construction activities. Permanent systems pump and treat
construction activities. Permanent systems pump and treat
a steadya flow
of groundwater
and/or soil
vapors
an on an
steady
flow of groundwater
and/or
soil on
vapors
ongoing ongoing
basis after
construction
activitiesactivities
have ended.
basis
after construction
have ended.

Abscope Canal Cleanup in Lockport, NY

●
Aboveground
storage storage
tank
(AST)
and
●
Aboveground
tank
(AST)
and
underground
storage storage
tank (UST)
services services
include include
underground
tank (UST)
decontaminations
and closures
for arange
wide ofrange of
decontaminations
and closures
for a wide
commercial,
industrial,
municipal,
and
residential
commercial, industrial, municipal, and residential clients. clients.
covers
everyofaspect
of the
tank process,
closure process,
AbscopeAbscope
covers every
aspect
the tank
closure
including
correspondence
and
coordination
with regulatory
including correspondence and coordination with regulatory
agencies;
transport,
and disposal
liquid and
agencies;
removal,removal,
transport,
and disposal
of liquid ofand
solid waste; sampling and analysis; and closure report
solid waste; sampling and analysis; and closure report
preparation. Its capabilities also include performance of
preparation. Its capabilities also include performance of
follow-up
subsurface
investigations
(Phase
II
follow-up
subsurface
investigations
(Phase
II
Environmental Site Assessments, or ESAs), if required by
Environmental Site Assessments, or ESAs), if required by
the New York State Department of Environmental
the New
York State
Department
of regulatory
Environmental
Conservation
(NYSDEC)
or other
entity.
Conservation (NYSDEC) or other regulatory entity.

●
Wetland remediation and restoration include
●
Wetland
restoration
include
removal ofremediation
contaminantsand
present
and restoring
the area to
removal support
of contaminants
present and restoring the area to
wetland habitat.
support wetland habitat.
●
Soil mixing and stabilization include blending
impacted
withstabilization
an additiveinclude
to lower
the level of
●
Soil mixingsoiland
blending
to lock up
contamination
within the out there that are still being identified on a consistent
impactedcontamination
soil with anoradditive
to the
lower
the level of
basis, and theHe
needs
for their
added,
“Theremoval.
environmental industry is no
soil to prevent
it from
leaving
the site. within the
contamination
or to lock
up the
contamination
shrinking, it’s growing.”
soil to prevent it from leaving the site.
‘Controlling’ the future
He added, “The environmental industry is not
Environmental is located at 7086 Commercia
shrinking,Abscope
it’s growing.”
‘Controlling’
the future
Drive, Canastota. To learn more about the company an
Romagnoli is optimistic about Abscope’s future
itsEnvironmental
services, visit
Abscope.com,
call toll free a
opportunities but doesn’t want to expand more than it can Abscope
is located
at 7086 Commercial
Romagnoli
optimistic
about growth,”
Abscope’s
future
800-273-5318,
local
315-697-8437,
or
ema
handle.is“We
like controlled
he said.
“We don’t
Drive, Canastota. To learn more about the company and
opportunities
but
doesn’t
want
to
expand
more
than
it
can
info@abscope.com. Office hours are from 8 a.m. to
want to get so big that we lose control and we lose the
its services, visit Abscope.com, call toll free at
handle. safety
“We like
he said. “We don’t
p.m. Monday through Friday.
andcontrolled
family feelgrowth,”
of the company.”
800-273-5318,
local
315-697-8437,
or
email
want to get so big that we lose control and we lose the
info@abscope.com. Office hours are from 8 a.m. to 5
safety and family
feel there
of the are
company.”
Currently,
also two individuals who have an
ownership interest in the company: Robert Duffy and p.m. Monday through Friday.
Robert
Gray.
guys
have been
Currently,
there
are“These
also two
individuals
whowith
haveusansince the
beginning
family,” Robert
Romagnoli
said.
“They run
ownership
interestand
in are
the like
company:
Duffy
and
their
respective
divisions
with
the
best
interest
of
Robert Gray. “These guys have been with us since thethe client
in and
mindare
at all
andRomagnoli
take care of
our“They
employees
beginning
liketimes
family,”
said.
run to the
best of their ability.”
their respective divisions with the best interest of the client
in mind at all times and take care of our employees to the
Romagnoli is acutely aware of the many contaminants
best of their ability.”
out there that are still being identified on a consistent
basis, and the needs for their removal.
Romagnoli is acutely aware of the many contaminants
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Are you a Certified:
• Minority Business Enterprise (MBE)
• Women Business Enterprise (WBE)
• Service Disabled Veteran Owned Small
Business (SDVOSB or VOSB)
… and would like to be recognized for the quality
of your work and accomplishments?
In our Winter 2020 edition of Construction Contractor Magazine we will
be featuring a select group of companies that meet these certifications.
And, we would like to hear from you. Or, if you know of someone who
deserves to be recognized, please let us know.

Chatfield Farms Takes the Spotlight

in the ‘Big Apple’
becoming a licensed seller and supplier for the entire
northeast, mid-Atlantic and central regions of the U.S.

pples grow in rich, green healthy orchards so why
wouldn’t the “big” one do the same? New York
City, known for its progressive nature of people
and politics, is now gaining praise among construction
companies for its role in eco-activism.
On April 22 (the day before Earth Day, in fact), the New
York City Council passed the Climate Mobilization Act, also
known as the “Green New Deal,” which consists of a
package of bills and resolutions created to significantly
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve energy
efficiency throughout the Big Apple. This move affects all
buildings—both residential and commercial—and the
spotlight is on green roofs.
"We’ve already seen the revolutionary benefits of green
roofs in action thanks to places around the city like
Brooklyn Steel, the Barclays Center, the Javits Center, the
USPS Morgan Processing and Distribution Center, and
many others," said Rafael Espinal, the NYC council
member, 37th District, who sponsored the bill. "They cool
down cities by mitigating the urban heat island effect, cut
energy costs, absorb air pollution, reduce stormwater
runoff, promote biodiversity, provide soundproofing, and
make our cities more livable for all."
For Central New York-based Chatfield Farms, this
development is not only compelling, but validating.
Founded by Bob Parker in 2006, the farm grows
non-biodegradable,
lightweight,
low
maintenance,
economical and long-lasting vegetative roofing systems,
called Xeroflor mats. These mats can be removed 10, 15,
or 20 years down the road to perform roof repairs/new
roofing, and can be reinstalled, making them the most
sustainable mat product on the market today.
The farm’s initial involvement with XeroFlor as a grower
in Onondaga County, town of Elbridge, evolved into

www.syrabex.com

The environmentally conscious company has provided
XeroFlor mats for nationally recognized projects that
include the Jacob Javits Convention Center, the Duke
Medical Center located in Durham, N.C. (roof size just
under 6,000 square feet), Columbia University in NYC
(roof size 13,080 square feet), CBS in NYS (roof size
8,900 square feet), NYC’s School for Visual Arts
Dormitory (roof size 3,080 square feet), Zeckendorf
Towers in NYC (roof size 14,000 square feet), the
Empire State Building (roof size 6,900 square feet) and
Capital One Headquarters, located in McLean, Va.,
which has a roof size of 15,000 square feet.
Construction Contractor caught up with the man who
has made it his business to better the environment for
close to 15 years. Here, he talks about
accomplishments and explains in detail how it works.
What project are you most proud of and why?
Parker: “The Javits Center is our biggest roof grown
out of the Elbridge field. We had almost a half million
square feet of green roofing on the ground for multiple
projects. The Jacob Javits Convention Center roof size
is 294,000 square feet, the largest green roof in New
York City and the second largest in the nation. Only
Ford’s Dearborn Truck Plant in Michigan beats it with a
XeroFlor green roof installation of 10.4 acres, or
450,000 SF, the equivalent of eight football fields. That
was installed in 2003.”
How does green roofing reduce stormwater runoff?
Parker: “The green roof acts as a sponge and retains
rainwater on the roof thereby avoiding perfectly clean
water from entering the municipal waste water system.
The water on the roof feeds the plants and evaporates
back into the air. The sedum plants also absorb carbon
dioxide and give off oxygen. At the Javits Center, the
SPECIAL EDITION • CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR 11

Center roof has become a habitat for more than 25 bird
species, including gulls, European starlings, barn
swallows, rock pigeons, American kestrels and osprey.
Five different species of bats now utilize the roof, as well
as honey bees (300,000 have utilized roof hives) and
arthropods.”
The Climate Mobilization Act is the largest single act to
cut climate pollution of any city. In New York City, where
millions of people reside and work, commercial and
residential buildings are the largest source of emissions,
which is why they’re at the center of the policy change.
According to an April 18 press release from Green
Roofs for Healthy Cities, the legislation will set emission
caps with the goal of reducing emissions by 2030.
Depending on the size and property assessments of the
buildings, owners will be able to meet targets, ranging
from a cut of emissions by 40% by 2030 and 80% by
2050 for larger buildings. Smaller buildings will reduce
emissions in more modest measures.
For more information on Chatfield Farms, visit
chatfieldgreenroofing.com, call 315-466-2162 or call
sales@chatfieldgreenroofing.com.
roof, which was completed in 2014, retains almost 7 million
gallons of stormwater runoff annually.”
Green roofing is said to enhance building performance and
conserves energy. Can you please provide an example?
Parker: “A black surface retains heat much longer than a
green roof. For instance, a black roof in the middle of
summer could reach a temperature as high as 150 to 170
degrees. In contrast, if you were to stand atop a green roof,
the temperature would be similar to that of going to a park
and laying on the grass. Since the green roof at the Jacob
Javits Center was installed, the internal temperature of the
building has decreased by 6 degrees Fahrenheit and the
yearly energy consumption for heating and cooling has
decreased by just over a 25%, which in 2016 translated to
a savings of $3 million.”
The benefits of green roofing are all-around immense.
How is it valuable to birds, bees, and other wildlife?
Parker: “There is an increase in urban biodiversity by
providing a habitat for wildlife. According to its
comprehensive 2017 Sustainability Report, the Javits
12 CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR • SPECIAL EDITION
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Building Green is smart.
Managing risk is smarter.
OneGroup is focused on being better every day when
it comes to protecting our natural resources. For
example, OneGroup Center’s solar system powers its
lighting and has generated more than 220 MWh since
2015. Our recent drive to reduce paper use eliminated
511,896 sheets of paper. That’s over 2.5 tons or the
equivalent of 60 trees, 1,706 gallons of oil, and nearly
JDOORQVRIZDWHUQRWWRPHQWLRQODQGȴOOVSDFH
Now, OneGroup is leading the way in providing solutions for indoor air quality risks. Poor indoor air quality
in the workplace has been tied to symptoms like headaches, fatigue, reduced cognitive power, respiratory
irritation as well as serious illnesses like mesothelioma. All of this means lower productivity, absentee

workers, low morale and turnover, increased safety
risk and additional hidden costs.
To learn more about our indoor air quality program,
insurance, and other risk management services, please
contact Brett Findlay at BFindlay@OneGroup.com.

A World of Risk Management
and Insurance Expertise

OneGroup Center, 706 N. Clinton St., Syracuse, N.Y. | 132041-800-268-1830 | OneGroup.com
Contact: Brett Findlay, Sr. Business and Construction Risk Specialist | BFindlay@OneGroup.com

“Not at My Job Site: How New Climate Change
Law Will Effect You, for Better or Worse.”
JW Robinson III and Jason Bailey, Sheats & Bailey, PLLC
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About Us
Our staff possess multiple degrees in
Environmental Science, Geology and
Chemistry, and certifications in: OSHA
40, Biology, NYS Asbestos Building
Inspector, NYS Asbestos Project Monitor,
NYS Asbestos Air Sampling, NYS
Asbestos Project Design, NYS Mold
Assessor, EPA Lead Risk Assessor and
Radon Risk Analysis. AEG personnel have
vast
technical
expertise,
sound
knowledge, and significant experience
executing environmental projects.
AEG has been created with a vision of
providing excellence in service and
results, while maintaining economies of
scale to propel future growth through
competitive pricing.

-

NYSDOL Inspector
NYSDOL Project Monitor
NYSDOL Certified Air
Technician
NYSDOL Project Designer
NYSDOL Mold Assessor
40 Hour OSHA
EPA Lead Risk Assessor
Radon Risk Analysis

Contact Us

-----------------Syracuse, NY Office

4005 Split Rock Road,
Camillus NY 13031
Phone: 315-378-4579
Fax: 315-299-5647

-----------------Rochester, NY Office

www.aegenv.com

919 South Winton Road, Suite 205
Rochester NY 14618
Phone: 585-413-0926
Fax: 315-299-5647
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AEG brings over 25 years of
experience in environmental
consulting, industrial hygiene,
and technical application.
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Tel: 315-676-7314,
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www.TheConstructionLaw.com.
315-676-7189,
www.TheConstructionLaw.com.
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Gelmaxx will retain water borne materials and consolidate fluid volumes much greater than its original particle size.
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reorganized to help you create anything you can imagine.

“Your Building Material Supplier of Choice”

8011 Brewerton Road
Cicero, NY 13039
315-915-6030
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ustainable design and construction of green
buildings can be a costly endeavor for those looking
to make a long-term investment. As sustainable
design gained prominence over the past decade, the
Federal government and most state governments
have offered financial incentives to entice builders, owners,
designers and developers to make the initial investment.
Those that are not taking advantage of the following credits,
deductions and rebates are putting themselves at a
competitive disadvantage.
Tax Credits
1. Research & Development Credits (R&D)
Companies in the construction and design industries can
benefit substantially from the R&D credit. This credit may
be available if the company invests in activities which
develop or enhance projects or processes through
experimentation, which is not limited to the traditional lab
setting most people associate with the term, “Research
and Development.” Investments into green building
design, designing energy efficient utility or HVAC systems,
and LEED certification are among some of the qualified
opportunities that companies may invest in to realize in the
benefits of the credit.
2. Residential Energy Credits
The revised residential energy credits apply to a more
limited list of qualified property. For tax years beginning
after December 31, 2017, qualified property consists of
solar, wind, geothermal, and fuel-cell technology. The
credit is equal to 30 percent of the cost of the investment in
the qualified property.
3. Investment Tax Credit
The investment tax credit is a credit available to
construction companies for installing solar energy systems
in their commercial properties and residential property for
individuals. The credit for the 2019 tax year is 30 percent
of the amount of the investment in eligible solar property.
The credit begins to phase-out down to a permanent 10
percent for investments made after 2021 for commercial
properties and 0 percent for residential properties.
Tax Deductions

www.syrabex.com

1. Accelerated Depreciation Expense
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act has extended bonus
depreciation and increased the amount of the deduction
from 50% to 100% of cost on qualified property through
2022. The deduction phases down to 80% in 2023, 60%
in 2024, 40% in 2025 and 20% in 2026. Qualified
property includes machinery and equipment. An
oversight of the Tax Cuts and Jobs act was that certain
non-residential improvement property no longer
qualifies for bonus depreciation as it had been in the
past under the 50% bonus depreciation rules. However,
this property is still eligible for expensing under Section
179 subject to normal limitations.
2. Section 179D Expense
The Section 179D expense has been a valuable
deduction for construction and design firms, allowing a
deduction of up to $1.80 per square foot for installation
of energy efficient property. Although this deduction has
historically been temporary in nature and no longer
applies for tax years after December 31, 2017, congress
is currently deciding the fate of the deduction and
industry experts remain hopeful for a long-term
expansion of the deduction.
Local Incentive Programs
Many localities are offering green building rebate
programs. Cities, counties and even energy companies
are offering rebates through grants, loans and local tax
reduction incentives. The program requirements vary in
each locale.
While green building certainly comes at a cost over
traditional construction methods, the above tax
incentives can help to mitigate those increased costs.
In order to ensure your construction company is availing
itself of all credits and tax deductions, contact a tax
professional that is well versed in the specialized
industry of green building.
Nicholas L. Shires, CPA is a tax partner with Dannible
& McKee, LLP, a certified public accounting and
consulting firm with offices in Syracuse, Binghamton
and Albany, New York. The firm has specialized in
providing tax, audit and accounting services to the
construction industry since its inception in 1978. For
more information on this topic, you may contact them at
(315) 472-9127 or visit online at www.dmcpas.com.
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he 13th Annual Central New York Construction
Career Day will be held on Thursday, October
10, 2019 at the NYS Fairgrounds. This annual
event showcases the many opportunities available in the
commercial construction industry. Many high school
students are not aware of what types of careers are
available in this industry.

their on –the-job training and classroom training hours.
At the end of that apprenticeship period, not only are
individuals coming out of the program properly trained
and certified, they are debt-free, and have job
opportunities available to them. Not all students have a
desire or the means to go to college, and the
Apprenticeship Programs are an excellent alternative.

One important aspect of this event is on Apprenticeship
Programs that are available through the union trades as
well as training programs through other commercial
construction companies. The average cost of college
tuition hovers around $35,000 - $40,000 a year for a
private university. That does not factor in additional tuition
for further graduate studies, such as a Master’s or
Doctorate, not to mention the loss of income for years
immediately after high school. Many Apprenticeship
Programs are an “Earn-as-you-Learn” model. With a labor
shortage imminent, the need for skilled workers is growing
exponentially.

The Central New York Construction Career Day event
is a great opportunity for professionals in the
commercial construction industry to gain access to
potential future candidates for hire.

Apprenticeship programs offer a paid training program,
where the individual is trained in both classroom and
on-site environments by a skilled journeyman while
earning a wage and fringe benefits. Wages are graduated
upward as the individual gains additional skills through
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This year’s event expects to draw more than 500
students from area high schools. The Syracuse Builders
Exchange would like to invite our members to
participate in this year’s career day by having an
exhibitor booth or providing much needed
sponsorships. All of the Career day information can be
found on our website www.syrabex.com and an
informational packet will be sent to members as well.
If you would like to become involved in the Central
New York Construction Career Day 2019, please be
sure to reach out to me at mgould@syrabex.com or
315-437-9936 Ext. 25.

www.syrabex.com

We deliver more than
results for our clients.
We deliver

Confidence.

Every successful construction project starts with a solid financial
foundation and builds from there. That’s why we’re committed to
leveraging our extensive experience in the industry to help you
navigate through the various financial and accounting obstacles,
and to deliver the best proactive advice and custom solutions so
you can make sound financial decisions.

That’s the key to Delivering Confidence.

• Financial Statement Audits,
Reviews and Compilations
• Bank Financing and Bonding
• Taxation and Financial Planning
• Job Cost Management
• Employee Benefit Planning
• Development of Internal Controls
• Fraud Detection and Prevention

Contact one of our construction experts:
Ken Gardiner, CPA, CCIFP, CDA | kgardiner@dmcpas.com
Joe Hardick, CPA, CCIFP | jhardick@dmcpas.com
Joe Chemotti, CPA, CCIFP | jchemotti@dmcpas.com

• Business Valuation
• Ownership Transition Planning

Delivering Confidence
Syracuse | Albany | Binghamton | 315-472-9127 | www.dmcpas.com
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www.syrabex.com

We have Unparalleled
Claims and Safety Services

COST-EFFECTIVE, RISK-FREE COVERAGE FROM THE
EXPERTS WITH OVER 80 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.
Join a Lovell Safety Group guaranteed cost program
and share your group’s underwriting profits.
As a member, you get:

Call Lovell today for a free,
no-obligation quote on your
Workers’ Comp Insurance.

• Cash-flow savings through high advance discounts
• Substantial savings from consistent dividends
• Improved experience ratings
• Safety programs resulting in fewer accidents and higher
productivity
• Early medical intervention and return-to-work strategies

Safety Pays Dividends
Lovell Safety Management Co., LLC
110 William Street
New York, NY 10038-3935
212-709-8600 1-800-5-LOVELL
www.lovellsafety.com

